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1, The leaders of the Comrunist Labor Party of Colombia (PCO) have concluded that
they eannot hope to reach any agreement with the Communist Party of Colombia
(PC7) for reuniting the two Pactions. The PCO has Jecided to carry out

* Marxist vrosrams and to avoid direct confliet with the PCC, if poasible. The
. ¥CO belioves that it will gain strength by infiltrating the Colombian labor
uniona, rather than bv following the nolicies of the larger PCC in its efforts
to secure an advantage in the coming elections. The National Commit:ee of the
PCO 18 also considering the advianbllity of sccusing the PCC of being an
anti-Lenin group.

2. In a recent letter to Jorge E. Bayona, PCO Treasurer, Augusto Muran, PCO
Secretary Genoral, said that a general neeting of the Magdalena Rver workers
and the dock workers of Barranquilla and Cartagena, which would be held in the
newr future, would be of great importance. Although rio definite date has baen
set for the meeting, Duran belleves that its declsions would serve as a gide
for activities on a national scale of the affiliates of the Confederation of
Colombian Jorkers (CTC).

3. Duran identified the two most important and restless labor groups which he
believed would be onen to Communist agitation, g

a. The first group was the road workers, a majority o whom belonpg to the
Liberal Party, while the supervisors and englneers are Conservatives. Cone~
tinuous disagreement exists hetwoen the two. A further cause for dis~
content among them is the refusal of the Minister of Public Jorks to prant
the wage increave and the improved living and vor':ing conditlons which
‘they had Aemanded some time apo. The PCO would have an exeellent opnortunity
to agltate among the road workecrs sinse ite offices are in the same building
a8 those of the National Road Jorters! Faderation. ‘

b, The second group is the 'apdalena “dver workers! union, Pederation Nielonal
de Trangnortes Fluvial, Maritimo, Portusrio y Aereo (“ational Federation of
River, Sea, Port, an? Alr Transportation - FLDEFAL), wldch has boen unable
to arrive at any sgreemont with the Sovernment or the navipation companias
after protracted nepotiations. Tha problem has been aprravated by the recent
vithdraval from the negotfations by Ismael Eseamilla, leader of FEDERAL, and
a wenmber of the Tentral Executive Cormittee of the PCO.
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L. DBayona, a Deputy in the Cundinamaros Departmental lssembly, belicves that .
there are certain factors which encournpe a general movement of nrotast against
ths Conservative Government. Ile added that the Comrmnists wonld have to
defend the interests of the people, since the Tibersls had shown themsalves
incapable of oarrying out a broad social nrogran on a popullir basis, The
following factors indieate the ineffsctivensss of the Government, according
to Bayona:

a. The electoral reform, aporoved on 10 Decembor 1943, whieh has causel a
graat deal of discontent amonr the Liberals. The laaders of the Liberal
Party had agreed to it, but many Liberal conpressmen opposed it and wonld
not attend the sesslon at whiech it was passed.

b. An investiration of the proparation made for the IX Pan imerlcan Confersnce
and the aceompanying publicity, which have causel discontent among the
poorer classes, who believe that those who made the preparations enriched
themselves at the expense of tha nation. :

¢. The poor record of the present Congress, which has been accused of doing
nothing for the workings classes while considoring a bill to inerease its
oun salaries. ‘

d. The inereasel hiph cost of living, which is blamed on the Price Sontrol
0ffice. '
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